WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
exiled Venizelos, had in one respect an unfortunate result. Owing to
the removal of a number of Venizelist officers from their command,
the morale of the Greek army was undermined and its position in Asia
.Minor became precarious. Nor was it helped by the separate peace
which the French Government thought fit, while the Sakaria battle
was being fought, to make with Mustapha Kemal in 1921. Most of
our subsequent troubles during 1922 were due to the deplorable part
which the French Government, under the leadershiprof M. Poincare,
played vis-a-vis the Turkish Government at Angora.
During my first year at Constantinople, 1921, things, however,
went smoothly enough. The meetings of the three High Commis-
sioners were held weekly and we had little serious trouble to deal with
from the Turks. The greatest thorn in its side was in fact the American
representative, a pugnacious Admiral, Bristol by name, who also called
himself a High Commissioner and declined to be bound by any of the
Allied decisions or to recognize the special position of the representa-
tives of the occupying Powers, When, to give a minor instance, the
Mafook, flying the High Commissioner's flag, went up or down the
Bosphorus, all Allied warships dressed ships and piped to stations.
Not so the few American warships, which had strict orders to pay no
attention whatsoever. One U.S. destroyer always surreptitiously
disobeyed them, but the only exception to this indifference occurred
at the end of the story and will be related in due course.
It was not till the early summer of 1922 that the trouble began.
Until then things remained quiet, though there always seemed to me
an air of unreality in our effort to bolster up the Sultan's Government
at Constantinople, when the whole of the real Turkey, in Anatolia,
was solid behind Mustapha Kemal. "We just drifted along then, as we
did elsewhere, and everywhere later, till one after another the Dictators
arose and acted while we marked time. Mussolini was at the time
already planning his march on Rome for the following year. Though
it was not the Turkey of pre-war days, life was pleasant enough on the
Bosphorus that summer of 1921. The British summer residence at
Therapia had been burnt down in 1913, but Sir Horace rented the old
Austrian residence at Yenikevy and some of us lived at Therapia in
what used to be the Secretaries' house and which had escaped the fire
in 1913. It too, however, was burnt through the carelessness of a
caretaker in the winter of 1921-22.
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